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Bon Accord Silver Band Newsletter
WELCOME to the first issue of the new Bon Accord Silver Band Newsletter.  
The aim of the newsletter is to keep band members, ex-band members and supporters up-to-date with current goings on.  The newsletter will be published every few months depending on how much is going on.  Please feel free to make suggestions for things we should include. 
Hopefully you will find this interesting and helpful, we welcome your comments!

Contest News

November was a busy month on the contest scene for both bands.  
The A band had a very successful trip to the Whitburn Invitational Contest, taking home 5 trophies!!  As well as winning the overall contest, Mandy Wilson, Paula Leslie & Dawn Lynch took home the prize for best bass section, best soloist went to Richard Kidd, David Cooper was the best cornet and Duncan Beckley got the trophy for winning conductor.  
It is the first time the band has won the contest and we were delighted with the result, beating Unison Kinneil and Johnstone Silver into 2nd and 3rd places.  
Our program was Folk Festival, Carnival of 

Venice (soloist Richard Kidd) Sparkling Diamonds, Prelude to the 49th Parallel and the Fugue from Graduation Day.  As well as all the silverware, first place came with a cheque for £1,000 which will come in very handy.

The A band performed Paganini Variations in the Scottish Open contest and the B band got a great result playing Contrasten in the Scottish Challenge Cup on the 27th of November.  Despite a very early start and some very strong competition from 2nd and 3rd section bands, they took home the 4th place prize.
Snail Success

The Snail Racing night held on 28th October raised a fantastic £506 for the kitty, despite being somewhat thin on numbers.  Those that 
went along had a great night despite Mandy winning the stand-up-bingo AGAIN!!  Thanks to Mandy, Karen Cooper and the team of helpers.

Annual Concert

The Annual Concert took place on 12th November in the Mitchell Hall.  It’s a fantastic venue and both bands enjoyed the occasion.  It was very satisfying to see the hall so full.
We were delighted to have the pleasure of sharing the concert with Inverurie Choral Society who sang some solo items as well as “Hymn to the Fallen” and “Gaelforce” with the band.

The A band played parts of their award-winning Whitburn program, some great solo items and the test piece for the Scottish Open.  The B Band also played their test piece for the Scottish Challenge Cup and a couple of more cheerful pieces including “Hey Jude”.

Christmas Cash-fest
This year was our most successful Christmas ever!!  Our aim was to beat £3,383.96 that we raised last year.  After a huge effort from Mandy to put together the list and an equally huge effort from all the players and collectors, we raised a mammoth £4,133.85!!  Huge thanks to everyone involved, the committee look forward to spending some of the cash in the near future!
“Northern Lights”
Our latest CD is on sale.  “Northern Lights” can be bought at rehearsals or via the band website at www.bonaccordband.org.uk   
The CD features both Bon Accord bands and also the South/Central Aberdeenshire Youth Brass Band and the Aberdeen City Youth Brass Band.  
CD’s cost £10 and as a special offer, “Forte” (our first CD) can be bought for £5 when purchased with “Northern Lights”.
Scottish Championships

The 2006 Scottish Championships are fast approaching.  Both bands will be putting in a lot of extra rehearsals in advance of the competitions on the weekend of the 11th/12th March.  The A band will perform Peter Graham’s “Journey to the Centre of the Earth” in the Championship section while the B band will play Alan Fernie’s “Anglian Dances” in the 4th section.  The A band are in need of a good result to maintain their Championship section status for another year.  The B band, who have come 3rd so often in recent years, will be hoping to come at least one place higher, winning them promotion and a trip to the National Finals.
Solos and Quartets
Congratulations to Richard Kidd for winning the Scottish Youth Solos (16-21) category.  Richard also won the Euphonium/Baritone prize in the “Open” category.  Ashlynn Crozier also represented the band in the Intermediate (12-15) section.
BBC Radio 2 Young Brass Soloist

Richard Kidd will be one of only two Scottish representatives in the semi final of the prestigious BBC Radio 2 Young Brass Soloist competition in Manchester.

Calling Ex Bandies

A special “hello” to all the ex-bandies who are reading this.  We hope you enjoy keeping up to date with the goings on of the Bon Accord Silver Band.  Feel free to tell us your news, let us know what you are up to these days or indeed get your instrument out and come along for a blow.  We will keep you up to date with engagements and concerts in future issues, that way you can come and hear how we are getting on.

Contact Us

If you want to comment on the newsletter, or send us your news, please email crbennie@hotmail.com

For other enquiries please contact Mandy Wilson at mandy.wilson@yahoo.com


www.bonaccordband.org.uk

